Developments Around the City...

City Projects

(Downtown site plan)

Downtown Improvement Project /
Gateways Project

Phase 2 of downtown'’s revitalization ﬁ::_L,‘,T.'__;IIL'.'.:'.'__j et E:'—f
project is nearly complete. New water s B Dl
main and electrical lines have been
installed along Nepessing Street, and five
bays of angle parking have been added. _
Landscape planters, benches and historic street T
lamps will be completed in time for Lapeer Days. T R Ty
Gateway entrance statements will be constructed :
at key entrances to the downtown area, and will
feature cupolas salvaged from the historic Oakdale (Gateway sketches 1 & 2)

buildings and directional signage.

Prairies and Ponds at Oakdale o P

Prairies and Ponds at Oakdale is a ' '5.'.# ! £
natural habit restoration and preservation b sl

effort by a team of citizens groups,

federal and local agencies and nonprofit
wildlife advocates. (P & P site plan) (P & P location map)

The site was drained and farmed in the 1940s through 1960s as part of the state-run Oakdale
Center for Developmental Disabilities complex. The 35-acre project site is located south of
Oregon Road and west of Millville, within two miles of six elementary schools and adjacent to the
Chatfield School and Mott Community College campus. A 40-acre wooded site and a 100-acre
riverbed area on the former Oakdale property have been designated for future natural habitat

preservation.

The Prairies and Ponds project plan includes the following:
Expansion of existing wetland areas to increase waterfowl habitat. The site is part
of a flyway for waterfowl and has been identified as prime nesting habitat for
ducks by the US Fish & Wildlife Service and Ducks Unlimited.
Introduction of classic Midwest prairie habitat of prairie grasses and wildflowers in
upland areas of the site, to provide habitat for field birds and serve as a natural
classroom for the many schools nearby.
Development of a passive trail system throughout the site, with an observation
mound, boardwalks, platforms and teaching stations located throughout the site to
serve primarily as a teaching resource.
Project development committee included local ecology and wildlife experts from
Lapeer Schools and Seven Ponds Nature Center, and City of Lapeer
administration.
Primary project sponsors are: WIN (Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative Network),
US Fish & Wildlife Service, Ducks Unlimited and the City of Lapeer.



