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In a matter of months U.S. Census Bureau employees will be canvassing Lapeer County
households as they conduct the 2010 census. It's sort of the equivalent of the so-called fourth
Friday count in Michigan when a student head count is taken to determine how much state
aid funding local districts will receive from the state.

This count is even mare important.

Census gueslionnaires will be mailed out in March, at which time the forms will ask
households for information accurate to their home as of April 1, 2010. Census officials said
the 2010 census uses ene of the shortest forms in its history — only 10 questions that they
say can be completed in about as many minutes.

The 2000 census indicated Lapeer County was home {o 87,904 residents,
So why all the hype now for samething that doesn't really get started until the spring?

Because an accurate and full census count Is important to future federal — as well as state —
spending as it relates to the return of tax dollars to Lapeer County for such things as roads.

And also because it's early December and some Lapeer County residents are making their
plans to leave for Florida or other warm-weather destinations for several months. Lapeer
County's and Michigan's snowbirds are being asked to take one more thing aleng with them
when they're packing to head south for the winter.

That's the message from officials with state and local govemments and area agencies on
aging, who are lrying to educate snowbirds about the importance of making sure they are
counted as Michigan resldents when census forms are delivered to households in late
February and March,

Lt. Gov. John Cherry, who is heading the state's census count effort, said the state estimates
about 200,000 snowbirds were missed or not counted as Michigan residenis In the 2000
census. He said the uncounted snowbirds contributed to the state's loss of a seat in Congress

d and about §2 billion in federal funds over this decade.

Population counts also affect federal dollars that come to the state for hospitals, schools,
senior centers, public works projects and emergency sarvices,

State, local and Area Agency on Aging officials said it's critical that Michigan have an
accurate tally of its population in the decennial count to receive federal dollars that are directly
tied to population and to maintain palitical influence in Washinglon con Issues such as the aulo
industry, health care reform and the Great Lakes.

4| The census form asks people to list who is living or staying at “this house, apartment, or

mobile home on April 1" of the census year. Since most snowbirds are at thelr winter home
then, they might complete the form listing thelr southern residence, rather than their home in
Michigan, state officials said.

While census officials acknowledge the caunting process “isn't perfect,” they add the bureau
has checks in place designed to ensure everyone is counted properly. These checks include
visiting addresses where forms have not been retumned, surveys to validale data and
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samplings of occupied and vacant addresses to verify information,
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» The Post Office does not forward census forms recelved in Michigan to the snowbirds’
second residence.
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